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Section 54, provides ¢“‘that every Clerk after he|records any
deed shall, before he delivers the original, carefuily and with
accuracy enter the substance of such deed,”” &ec.

Section 55, provides that the entry shall be made en good
royal writing paper, and describes the size of the sheets, &c.;
looking to the fact ot the extracts being sent to rhe Clerk of
the Court of Appeals in sheets or quires. .

The rule of the Office has been, to provide Rob'al Exf“act
Books, and then exiract from the records instead of the origt-
nal. papers, and whenever several of the extract books are
completed, to pack the same in a box and )‘orwae’d it to the
Clerk of the Court of Appeals.

While this rule is not literally in compliance v«pth sections
54 and 55, articls 18, of the Code, 1t is obviously: better than
to extract from the originals before they should be delivered,
from the tact that some original papers are dellvered imme-
diately after they are recorded, while others xemam in the
Office for many years.

The order also enquires ““up to what period have trans-
cripts been transmitted.”” T believe thatall the extracts have
been forwarded to the Clerk of” the Court of Appeals, to De-
cember 1st, 1857.

There are at present two Extract Books in the Office in
course of completion. One for Deeds, and the other for Mort-
gages, each Extract Book will contain about |six Record
Books. The Extract Book for Deeds is about one-half com-
pleted, and when finished will contain extract? of all the
Deeds, from December 1st, 1857, to January 31st, 1860,
Except the Deeds tor about five months, which ?le recorded
in the partially burnt records.

The Mortgage Extract Book will contain all tlpe mortgage
extracts, from December 1st, 1857, to February lss, 1861.
Both books can be completed in about three months, In con-
nection with this subject, I beg leave to say, that the destruc-
tion of the Office, Records, Dockets, Papers, &c.}, by the fire
has greatly embarrassed the performance of the regular du-
ties of the Office since that period, and if this interruption
had not occurred, the greater portion of the extracts, would
have been transmitted before this time.

In conclusion permit me to add, that it will at all times
afford me great pleasure, to give to 'the Honorable Body over
which you preside, or any committee of that Body, any in-
formation that I possess, which will be in any way calculated
to assist in the restoration of the burnt Records, {’)ockets and
Papers of this Office. !
Very respectfully, |

Your obedient servant, |
Geo. H. Carmax,

Clerk Circuit Court for Baltxmore County.
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